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If you’ve been waiting all year to see beautiful fall 
colors in Kentucky, it is almost time. Mid-October is 
usually the beginning of the state’s brilliant fall tree 
color show. Actually, these brilliant colors have been 
there all along; they’ve been masked by a cloak of 
chlorophylls, green pigments vital to a tree’s food-
making process.  

Trees use and replenish chlorophylls during the 
growing season. High replacement maintains green 

leaf color. As fall approaches, the green pigments are replaced at a slower rate due to complex 
environmental factors and the trees’ genetic makeup. The dwindling supply of green pigments 
unmasks other pigments that were present all along, revealing the spectacular show of fall color.   

We can enjoy a variety of fall colors because Kentucky’s diverse climate and soil composition enable 
many diverse trees to grow here.  

Black gum, pear, sumac, dogwood, maple, oak and sassafras trees produce various shades of red. 
Other trees give us a range of orange and yellow hues such as yellow-poplar, birch, hickory and 
beech.   

Since black gum and sumac trees shut down chlorophyll production early, they are the first to reveal 
fall color. Both change from green to red, leaf by leaf. No leaf seems to be all green or red at the 
same time, giving a spotty appearance throughout the trees.  
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Billy Thomas, UK extension forester  
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Franklin County 

Cattlemen’s Association 

You might be surprised to know that what makes leaves change color has less to do with “Jack 
Frost” and more to do with shorter days activating a “chemical clock” that tells the trees to shut 
down chlorophyll production and prepare for winter.   

When the tree completely shuts down chlorophyll production, a layer at the base of the leaf forms. 
This abscission layer causes the leaf to fall off the branch, leaving only the bud with next year’s 
leaves and flowers to wait for the signal in the spring to bloom and grow.   

For more information on fall tree color or other forestry topics, contact your Franklin County 

Cooperative Extension Service office.  

The Franklin County Cattlemen’s Association held 
their Annual Membership Meeting Oct 17th at 
the KSU Research Farm. The Franklin County 
Conservation District and Paris Stockyards 
sponsored the meal for the members, junior 
members and guests. Todd Akers, FCCA Vice 
President and FCCD Chairman gave an update on 
the Conservation District including their local & 
state cost-share opportunities. Jimmy Chambers, 
Woodford County FSA Director provided a brief 
update. Derrik Henry, from Paris Stockyards 
talked about happenings at the stockyard.  Crystal 
Harrod gave an update on the Junior Cattlemen 
and Keenan Bishop gave an update on 
extension.  Paris Stockyards and KCA 
provided items for door prizes. 

Franklin County Junior 

Cattlemen’s Association 

Junior Cattlemen will be attending the North 
American Championship Rodeo on November 10 
and will also be participating in the Christmas 
parade on December 9th.  If you would like to 
participate in the Christmas Parade, please 
contact Crystal Harrod. 

They are also selling t-shirts, sweatshirts, and 
pullovers as a fundraiser!  

& 
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Raising Hope (Suicide & Crisis Lifeline)  988 

Franklin Co Extension Office                      695-9035 

Conservation District                                  352-2701 

Farm Service Agency (FSA)                  859-873-3411 

NRCS                                                               695-5023 

Dead Animal Removal                                 875-8760 

Unwanted Pesticide Removal           1-800-205-6543 

Fish and Wildlife          1-800-585-1549 

Franklin County Wildlife Biologist      859-879-8411 

(All numbers 502 area code unless otherwise noted) 
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PREVENTING AND MANAGING FALL PESTS IN YOUR HOME  

As temperatures go down this fall, you may notice more insects around your home. Insects often 
retreat indoors to escape the cooler temperatures as a part of their overwintering strategy.  

As pests mistake your home for a heated pile of rocks, you may see hundreds, even thousands, of 
insects around your home this fall and winter. The most common autumn home invaders you may 
see are multicolored Asian ladybeetles and the brown marmorated stink bug. Brown marmorated 
stink bugs tend to be the first invader with the multicolored Asian lady beetle following about a 
month later. The lady beetle is sometimes called the Halloween beetle for its coloration and the fact 
that people usually start to notice them in October.  

While cooler temperatures have begun, you still have ways to pest-proof your home before pests 
make their mass exodus to warmer hideaways.   

Inspect the exterior of the property and look for gaps in windows and doors, holes in screens, 
openings in caulk or other sealants and fix them. Without these easy entry points, insects have a 
tougher time coming inside.   

Pesticide applications on the outside of the home may also provide some relief but timing is crucial. 
When using pesticides, focus on doors, windows, utility openings and banding around 
the foundation. Make sure to check the label of the pesticide to make sure you can apply it to the 
necessary areas.   

Since the primetime for pesticide application has passed, if you see clusters of pests on the exterior 
of your home, you may also spray them with soapy water to kill them before they start squeezing 
their way inside.  

Once the pests have come into your home, it is best to manage them simply by vacuuming or 
sweeping them up for disposal. Interior pesticide applications are usually unnecessary, especially 
“bug bomb” type applications which usually don’t reach the hiding spots of overwintering pests. 

For more information about pest prevention and management, contact your Franklin County 

Cooperative Extension Service.  

Jonathan Larson, UK entomology assistant professor of extension  



 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension 

Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

SAVE THE DATES: 
November 2-16   North American International Livestock Exhibition  

November 16-17    KSU Small Farm Conference 

November 23    Thanksgiving  


