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As the leaves change colors and fall to the ground, 

crops are harvested, and tendrils of frost form on 

plants, conversation often turns to what the coming 

winter will bring. As we have seen, winter in Kentucky 

can bring a bit of everything, from ice and snow to 

flooding to bitter cold - even severe weather. Given 

how variable the weather during the winter can be, is 

it possible to predict what will happen? Many of us 

have heard homespun wisdom about ways to predict 

what an upcoming winter will bring. Some of the 

more popular ones include how dark the hair of a 

wooly worm is in the fall, the shape of the seed inside 

of a persimmon, and counting the number of morning 

fogs in August. An office of the National Weather 

Service called the Climate Prediction Center also 

releases an outlook for the upcoming winter during 

autumn.  

Winter Outlook  
Derrick Snyder – National Weather 

Service, Paducah, KY 
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The winter outlook made by the Climate Prediction Center covers the months of December, January, and 

February. It is not possible to give a day by day forecast of what will happen, but it is possible to forecast 

whether a region will see a greater chance of above or below normal temperatures and precipitation (rain 

and melted snow and ice). If there is not a strong signal either way, the outlook will say that a region will 

have an equal chance of seeing above, below, or near normal temperatures and precipitation. It is 

important to remember that these outlooks cover a three month period. Periods of cold weather can 

occur when above normal temperatures are favored, and the opposite can happen when below normal 

temperatures are favored. The same rule also applies for precipitation.  

For Kentucky, there was not a strong enough signal to forecast above or below normal temperatures 

during this upcoming winter, so the entire state has an equal chance of seeing above, below, or near 

normal temperatures. For precipitation, the northern portion of the state slightly favors above normal 

precipitation, while the rest of the state has an equal chance of seeing above, below, or near normal 

precipitation. How will this play out over the winter? – We shall have to wait and see!  

Changes to CEU Requirements for  
Commercial Applicators in 2023 
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New laws and regulations governing the sale, use, and 
storage of pesticides, as well as changes to training 
and certification standards, were approved earlier this 
year and will be implemented in 2023.  This is the 
most significant change to the program since 1978. In 
September, I outlined some of the more important 
changes for the Private and Commercial Applicator 
Programs in two Kentucky Pest News articles.  In this 
article, I will explore the changes to the CEU 
requirements for commercial applicators and how 
these changes can affect recertification and 
relicensing. 
New Category Structure and Recertification 
Beginning in 2023, there will be fewer commercial 

categories; several have been consolidated or split 
and a few have been eliminated. In terms of those 
that have been consolidated, the old categories 3 
(Lawn and Ornamental), 18 (Golf Course), 19 (Interior 
Plantscape Pest Control), and 20 (Athletic Turf) will be 
consolidated into the new Category 3, now called Turf, 
Lawn, and Ornamental Care. People certified in any of 
those 4 categories will be issued a new Category 3 
certification without having to retest. The previous 
fumigation categories of 1b (Ag Fumigation) and 7b 
(Structural Fumigation) have been separated into the 
new categories of Category 7b (Structural 
Fumigation), Category 12 (Soil Fumigation), and 
Category 13 (Non-Soil Fumigation).  
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This new Category 13 covers fumigation of structures 
which are not habitable, such as grain bins and grain 
cars, while Category 7b, Structural Fumigation, also 
addresses fumigation of habitable structures. Persons 
holding current Category 1b certification will be 
certified in both Categories 12 and 13 without having 
to retest. 
The categories being eliminated are 12 (Pesticide 
Retail Sales Agent), 13 (Anti-Fouling Marine Paint), 14 
(Consultant), 15 (Anti Microbial), and 16 (Sewer Root 
Control). While retail pesticide sales agents will not 
be certified, the business must be registered and 
maintain and submit necessary records to the KDA. 
General CEUs Eliminated 
In the past, commercial applicators had to earn 9 
general and 3 category-specific CEU credits by the 
end of their certification period to be eligible to 
recertify. With the new system, they need to earn 12 
CEU credits with at least one in each of the categories 
they are certified in. So, in the future, applicators do 
not need to keep track of general and category-
specific CEU hours.  In order to deliver the general 
information to commercial applicators, presenters 
applying for CEU credit will need to identify what 
general pesticide safety and use educational material 
they will cover in their presentation. They must cover 
some core pesticide information in order to receive 
approval. 
Annual CEU Requirement 
What has changed regarding CEUs is that each year 
with relicensing (licenses are valid for one year and 
certifications last for 3 years), applicators must have 

12 CEU in the previous 3 years.  In the past, 
applicators only had to meet this requirement when 
they recertified every 3 years. This new requirement 
is to ensure that applicators receive more frequent 
pesticide updates. For people that have just taken 
the test for the first time and passed, they will be 
awarded 12 CEU hours that first year, which will 
cover that requirement until they recertify in 3 years. 
Applicators will need to earn their CEU credits by 
November 30 in order to receive credits for the 
current year. 
License Renewal Grace Period Shortened 
In the past, commercial applicators had 90 days to 
pay the annual fee and renew their licenses online. 
That grace period has been shorted to 31 days 
beyond the expiration of the license. Persons not 
renewing their license before the end of the 30-day 
period will not be able apply pesticides and will have 
until November 30 to pay their license fee or have to 
retest. 
Penalty for not Earning CEUs 
Commercial applicators that have not earned the 
necessary 12 CEUs in the previous 3 years will need 
to retest and will be subject to a $200 recertification 
fee. This is to encourage commercial applicators to 
stay up to date in their areas by earning CEU credits. 
The best practice for applicators will be to earn at 
least 4 CEU hours each year, and for persons 
organizing training sessions for pesticide education 
credit, to offer at least 4 CEU hours. 
 
By Ric Bessin, UK Entomology Extension Specialist 

Recipe of 

the Month 
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USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and 
Forest Manager Prospective Customer Survey  

As a farmer, rancher or forest manager, your on-the-

ground contribution to American agriculture is vitally 

important. Your efforts are key to the Nation’s 

production of food, fuel and fiber, and your feedback is 

essential in helping the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) improve government programs and services to 

support you. Please consider taking this very important 

nationwide farmer, rancher and forest manager survey 

by March 31, 2023.  

USDA has released a nationwide survey asking for 

feedback from all farmers, ranchers, and forest 

managers. USDA would like to hear from existing 

customers, and they hope to also reach a new audience 

of prospective customers, specifically those that don’t 

know about USDA, have yet to work with USDA, and 

those who were unable to participate in the past.  

Please visit www.farmers.gov/survey or scan the QR 

code to the left by March 31, 2023, to access the 

survey online in multiple languages! The survey will 

take approximately 10 minutes to complete, and 

responses are anonymous.  

Background. USDA works hand in hand with farmers, 

ranchers, forest managers, and agricultural partners 

to help mitigate the risks of farming through crop 

insurance, conservation programs, farm safety net 

programs, lending, and disaster programs. From 

helping farmers recover after natural disasters and 

market fluctuations, to providing financial and 

technical assistance to improve operations through 

voluntary conservation, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 

and Risk Management Agency (RMA), work together 

to protect and enhance the natural resources vital to 

our Nation.  

Feedback Benefits. USDA works to improve services, 

making government agricultural programs more 

accessible, equitable and easier to use. Survey 

feedback will assist these agencies, specifically the 

FSA, NRCS and RMA, in learning about ways to 

enhance support and improve programs and services, 

increase access and advance equity for new and 

existing customers. One of the ways the USDA works 

to engage landowners to improve services is by 

regularly asking for their valuable input. USDA takes 

that feedback and works directly with agencies to 

streamline processes, programs, paperwork and 

much more, making it easier for customers to access 

programs and services. Your input will help shape 

FSA, NRCS and RMA policies and programs going 

forward. The more participation, the better data 

USDA will have to inform future agency and program 

decisions to benefit the nations producers and 

landowners.  

Act Now. USDA really needs your help! If you are a 

farmer, rancher or forest manager, don’t delay! 

Please take the survey now, and share the link or QR 

code with farmers, ranchers and forest managers you 

may know, and in farmer networks you have access 

to. USDA looks forward to hearing your feedback! 
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ASC-250 
It is estimated that one of every five Americans has had a bed­bug infestation at home or knows someone 

who has. However, today bedbug infestations are not limited to just homes. Cage-free poultry houses have 

been found to have problems with bedbugs, and the incidence continues to rise. This makes bedbugs 

another important external parasite for which poultry producers need to be wary. 

To find out more, ask for UK publication ASC-250 or visit http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ASC/
ASC250/ASC250.pdf 

Reemergence of Bedbugs as 
Poultry Pests 

Jacquie Jacob and Tony Pescatore, Animal and Food Sciences 

Need Your CAIP Cost-share 
Educational Credit? 

There are several monthly in-person sessions that will count for your educational component. One 
is the KSU Third Thursday Thing every third Thursday at the KSU Research and Demonstration Farm 
on Mill’s Lane. Each month is a different topic and lunch is usually provided. To find out more visit 
https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-acs/school-of-ace/co-op/third-thursday-thing.php. 
Another regular session is offered by Kendal Bowman, Owen Co ANR Agent, every third 
Wednesday morning (except July & January) at the United Producer’s Stockyard Owenton. These 
are the Brunch & Learn sessions from 8:30-9:30 before the regular sale. Every third Friday evening 
(except July & January) is the Friday Farmer Fundamentals from 5:30-6:30 before the sale. 
Coming up in January there will be qualifying sessions at the KY Fruit & Vegetable Growers 

Conference, Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association Conference and Organic Association of KY 

Conference. After these we’ll have the Winter Schools in February and March. 

Remember that any Franklin County Cattlemen’s Educational Meetings will qualify (plus you get a 

free meal!). Also, most workshops hosted by other commodity groups (Sheep & Goat Producers, 

Bee Keepers, etc) may qualify as well. 

If you’d rather learn at home on your own time schedule visit https://anr.ca.uky.edu/caip-training 

to register and watch a video of your choosing. I’ll get a notification once you take the quiz. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ca.uky.edu%2Fagcomm%2Fpubs%2FASC%2FASC250%2FASC250.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7Ced1c2fa3a922400bd1e708dad46c75c1%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638055859729639
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ca.uky.edu%2Fagcomm%2Fpubs%2FASC%2FASC250%2FASC250.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7Ced1c2fa3a922400bd1e708dad46c75c1%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638055859729639
https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-acs/school-of-ace/co-op/third-thursday-thing.php
https://anr.ca.uky.edu/caip-training
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SAVE THE DATES: 

January 2-4 KY Fruit & Vegetable Conference, Bowling Green 

January 5-6 Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association Conference, Lexington 

January 26-28 Organic Association of KY (OAK) Conference, KSU Farm 



 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 


